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Highlights 

 Relative calm during the reporting period in several parts of the country has enabled a positive trend in overall 
access to people in need, even as outbreaks of violence in some locations have resulted in further displacement 
of local civilian populations. 

 UN and partners continued to deliver to millions of people through the regular programme from inside Syria as 
well as across borders from Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey. Seven inter-agency convoys delivered assistance 
to a cumulative total of 216,000 people in four besieged locations, two hard-to-reach areas and 50,000 people in 
one other priority area located across conflict lines. 

 Syrian Government approval 
remains pending for inter-agency 
deliveries to the besieged locations 
of Madamiyet, Darayya, East 
Harasta, Zabadani and Douma, all of 
which are in Rural Damascus. 

 Health infrastructure damaged 
during hostilities in February remains 
inoperable in many locations, though 
some health services are slowly 
recovering. 
 

13.5 M 
People in Need 

13.5 M 
Targeted for assistance 

6.5 M 
Internally displaced 

4.8 M 
Refugees in neighbouring 

countries 

Situation Overview 
As Syrians and the international community observed the fifth anniversary of the Syria conflict on 14 March, the 
cessation of hostilities agreement of 27 February largely held,1 affording humanitarian actors operating within Syria 
and from across its borders increased access to long-suffering communities. While increased access to people in 
need in many locations has contributed to a considerable surge in assistance being provided via UN inter-agency 
convoys, intermittent fighting, shifting conflict lines and persisting deprivation have continued to displace people 
across the country.   
 
In the aftermath of population displacement, destruction of civic infrastructure, and the disruption of longstanding 
humanitarian activities triggered by airstrikes and escalated armed conflict preceding the cessation of hostilities 
agreement, humanitarian partners continued to scale up assistance to affected populations throughout the country 
during the reporting period. While relative calm has prevailed in some areas, prompting the return of some who had 
been displaced in recent months, the destruction of homes, vital infrastructure and livelihoods has deepened 
vulnerabilities in communities across the country. Capitalising on increased access to a number of communities long 
cut off from assistance, humanitarian actors based in Syria are prioritizing efforts to try to address the needs of 
811,000 people in besieged, hard-to-reach and other priority areas through inter-agency cross-line convoys. 

                                                      
1 According to Ceasefire Task Force Co-Chairs 
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Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)’s continued control of communities in Deir-ez-Zor, Aleppo, Ar-Raqqa, Al-
Hasakeh and Homs governorates continues to subject hundreds of thousands of Syrians to brutality and deprivation, 
while parties to the conflict seek to re-assert authority over these territories. As airstrikes and intense fighting in ISIL-
held areas endures and access remains acutely limited, humanitarian actors have continued to pursue alternative 
modalities of assistance delivery, including airdrops, to support people displaced from these areas who have been 
able to cross conflict lines. 
 
A recent surge in cross-line access has undoubtedly saved many lives and alleviated suffering on a significant scale. 
This positive momentum needs to be sustained, with access still required to people in need in six besieged locations. 
While the humanitarian situation in locations that have received assistance via inter-agency cross-line convoys has 
noticeably improved, lives continue to be unnecessarily lost as a result of the removal of surgical supplies from inter-
agency convoys, as well as lack of access for medical personnel, and, in many cases, the lack of unconditional and 
timely evacuation of the sick and wounded requiring urgent care. Coordination and negotiation with Government 
authorities and other parties to the conflict for sustained, unimpeded and unconditional humanitarian access 
continues to require the engagement of all humanitarian actors and other stakeholders. 

Access Developments 
Progress on cross-line access to hard-to-reach and besieged areas  
 
The reporting period saw continued progress with regard to accessing besieged and hard-to-reach areas, with seven 
inter-agency cross-line convoys delivering assistance to a cumulative total of 216,000 people in seven areas, 
including 60,000 in four besieged locations (Madaya, Zabadani, Foah and Kefraya), 106,000 in two hard-to-reach 
areas (Al Wa’er and Al Houle in Homs and Bludan in Rural Damascus) and 50,000 in one other area located across 
conflict lines where acute needs exist. Since the beginning of the year, inter-agency and UNRWA convoys have 
reached a net total of 399,425 beneficiaries (i.e. 150,000 in besieged areas, 199,425 in hard-to-reach areas and 
50,000 in priority cross-line areas), many more than once. The International Syria Support Group’s Humanitarian 
Task Force continues to support such efforts by exerting influence over the parties to the conflict to facilitate safe, 
unimpeded and unconditional humanitarian access to all those in need across Syria. 
 

Inter-agency convoy requests to six locations 
were approved by the Government of Syria on 
24 March for delivery in April, out of a total of 
eleven requested. Based on approvals received 
to date, the UN and partners are currently 
working to deliver assistance to 836,500 people 
(cumulative) in 31 hard-to-reach, besieged and 
other priority locations across conflict lines in the 
coming period.  
 
The graphs on the following page illustrate the 
comparative UN reach to besieged and hard to 
reach areas in Q1 2015 and Q1 2016 
respectively, indicating significant progress 
made in reaching besieged areas, but a 
decrease in deliveries to hard-to-reach areas as 
compared to the same time period last year. 
 
While the recent surge in cross-line access has 
saved many lives and alleviated suffering on a 
significant scale, a number of challenges 
remain. The freedom of movement of people 

and goods remains constrained and approval was not granted for five of the 18 locations currently classified by the 
UN as besieged, namely Madamiyet, Darayya, East Harasta, Zabadani and Douma. Access to these locations is 
urgent, with worrying reports of growing humanitarian needs across many sectors. For example, in Darayya, WFP 
reports that households are subsisting on one meal per day. Under these conditions, households are prioritizing 
feeding children while sparse dairy products are reserved for babies. With food stocks depleted, vulnerable 
households have had to resort to limiting food intake, foraging for food, eating grass / wild vegetation, borrowing food, 
amassing debt, and eating cheaper, less nutritious food. In Madamiyet, the food assistance provided by the UN in 
late February is running out. 
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While many medical items have been allowed entry to besieged and hard-to-reach locations through inter-agency 
convoys, inclusion of some medical and surgical items within convoys continues to be restricted by the authorities. 
In fact, over 80,000 medical treatments have been excluded or removed from convoys in 2016, the vast majority by 
the Syrian authorities. This, coupled with a lack of regular access for medical workers, and denial of systematic 
medical evacuation of people requiring urgent care, has diminished the positive impact on populations’ health status 
that increased cross-line access might have afforded.  

In southern Syria, access to 80 per cent of western Dar’a from Jordan has been hindered due to ongoing military 
offensives since 22 March. Since 25 March some humanitarian road traffic to/from north-western Dar’a has been 
redirected via an alternative route passing through Western (opposition-controlled) areas via Da’el. While somewhat 
more secure, the alternative route poses a number of potential risks. 
 

Cross-border assistance   

During the reporting period, the Bab Al-Salam and Bab Al-Hawa border crossing points remained open for UN and 
NGO humanitarian shipments. From 12-31 March, UN agencies and partners shipped 123 truckloads of food security 
and livelihood (FSL) support, health, non-food items (NFIs), water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) and education 
assistance through the crossing points at Bab Al-Hawa (110 trucks) and Bab Al-Salam (13 trucks). The assistance 
targets people living in Aleppo, Idleb and Hama Governorates, and for the first time since the cross-border modality 
came into effect, WHO was able to deliver laboratory equipment. Within the FSL cluster, vegetable growing kits for 
backyard and urban gardens are being dispatched. The NGO community, through Turkish Red Crescent channels, 
has shipped 279 truckloads of humanitarian aid to Syria through four border crossings (as of 28 March). The volume 
of humanitarian aid crossing from Turkey represents a marked increase from the same time period in 2015, and is a 
sign of the scale of need in northern governorates. Material assistance delivered across the border was 
complemented by sustained ongoing programming delivered via national staff and national partners across a range 
of sectors.  During the reporting period, Jordan-based partners also accelerated cross-border dispatches to ensure 
onward delivery could take place from warehouses inside Syria. 

Despite repeated appeals by the UN for humanitarian access, due to ongoing security operations on the Turkish side 
of the border, the Nusaybin/Qamishly border crossing remains closed since late December 2015. This continues to 
cause significant challenges for humanitarian partners based in Qamishly, especially for the re-supply of the food 
security response covering 275,000 people in Al Hasakeh governorate. 

Spotlight on Health  
Health infrastructure damaged during hostilities in February remains largely inoperable, but with some exceptions 
(see below regarding Lattakia), was slowly recovering during the reporting period. According to an unverified Health 
Cluster (Gaziantep) report released in mid-March, over 30 cases of aerial bombardment of facilities were recorded 
during February, with eleven in Aleppo governorate, eight in Dar’a governorate, six in Rural Damascus governorate, 
three in Idleb governorate, and one each in Hama and Homs governorates. At least forty people were killed in these 
incidents (including seven medical staff and one child under five), with almost 100 reported wounded (including 34 
medical staff and five children under five). Twenty facilities went out of service, of which nine were closed 
permanently. Combined, these facilities were providing an average of 48,612 consultations each month, including 
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1,534 surgeries and 875 deliveries. Despite these challenges, some of the eleven damaged facilities are now again 
operating at partial or full capacity, while others have been relocated. The cessation of hostilities has enabled health 
partners to focus on primary health care rather than trauma care alone. According to one partner on the ground, 
since the start of the cessation of hostilities, a 70 per cent reduction in trauma cases has been noted. 
 

Other Humanitarian Developments by Governorate 
Aleppo/Idleb governorates 
 
Despite an overall decrease in armed conflict witnessed throughout the reporting period, significant incidents of 
violence have continued to aggravate the humanitarian situation across northern Syria, particularly in Aleppo and 
Idleb governorates.  

On 31 March, the Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) cluster reported that 79,319 people had been 
newly displaced in Syria’s north-western governorates during the months of January and February. The majority of 
IDPs remained in Aleppo governorate (some 64,000), many of whom are sheltered in the vicinity of the Bab Al-Salam 
border crossing. The newly arrived have settled in collective shelters and informal settlements in Azaz city and nearby 
camps. A portion of the remainder has sheltered in Afrin district (5,000), and the western countryside of Aleppo 
(23,000). About 15,000 IDPs are reported to have sought shelter in Idleb governorate, while some 1,300 IDPs have 
relocated to Lattakia governorate. 

The humanitarian community continues to provide assistance to those displaced since February. Humanitarian 
consignments arriving from Turkey through Bab Al-Hawa border crossing have reached eastern Aleppo City despite 
some fighting and sniper fire between the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) and non-state armed opposition 
groups (NSAOG) along the Castello Road, the sole access route into eastern Aleppo city. To ensure sustained and 
safe humanitarian access, OCHA Turkey has communicated with armed groups in and around Sheik Maqsoud 
neighbourhood (eastern Aleppo City) and established a deconfliction mechanism by which humanitarian partners 
can notify armed groups of their movements within the conflict area. 
 
Humanitarian actors have continued to support the population of eastern Aleppo city and to position stocks to address 
immediate needs and for contingency purposes, should access be affected. In addition to cross-border assistance, 
on 21 March, cross-line convoys delivered NFIs, health, nutrition, education, and WASH supplies to 50,000 people 
in western Aleppo governorate. Food was not included in the cross-line convoy as needs are being met through 
cross-border programming. 

In northern Aleppo governorate, sanitation emerged as an urgent concern as the rapid influx of IDPs overwhelmed 
emergency latrine capacities in locations receiving the newly displaced. An initial gap of 1,084 latrines has been 
reduced to 278, and partners are working to address outstanding needs. As the situation is believed to have largely 
stabilised, WASH partners are gradually shifting to meeting medium-term needs of the recently displaced. To this 
end, in order to enhance emergency preparedness and contingency programming in eastern Aleppo city, in the event 
that the main water network is cut off or damaged, WASH partners are identifying and seeking to develop alternative 
water supplies. Essential material supplies and commodities, such as hygiene items and fuel, continue to be 
stockpiled.  

Following the recent displacement northwards from Palmyra, humanitarian partners in Idleb and Aleppo governorates 
began conducting rapid needs assessments to gauge the scale of the required humanitarian response and to ensure 
that the basic needs of new arrivals are met. Assessments of the recent influx of IDPs from Palmyra and those in the 
Azaz area are being conducted by WASH partners as they plan for the next phase of assistance.  

 
Al-Hasakeh governorate 

 
The CCCM cluster reports 33,220 people newly displaced in affected areas of Al-Hasakeh Governorate, due to 
fighting since 1 February 2016 (figures as of 27 March). This represents an increase of 3,665 since 19 March. 
Ongoing fighting has displaced an estimated 1,200 households (6,000 people) from Markada and surrounding 
villages to the neighbouring villages in the west and north of Al-Hasakeh governorate. Unexploded 
ordnance/explosive remnants of war are concerns in the area. 
 
Following a decrease in fighting witnessed in Areesha sub district over the last weeks, an estimated 5,200 households 
(26,000 people) are reported to have returned to their homes. Of the 5,766 households originally displaced within the 
sub-district to villages east and north along the road between Areesha and Al-Hole (Sabe Sukur, Shalala and 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/160331%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
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Mazra'at Al-Hole), only 10 per cent have not been able to return since they fled in the wake of intensified fighting in 
the area in late February. 
 
According to the Al-Hasakeh Department of Education (DoE), since 1 March, 186 schools have re-opened in 
Shadadi, Areesha and Al-Hole. The schools, which had been closed since February 2014 when ISIL took control of 
the area, re-opened after SDF regained control over the area last week and drove ISIL out of Al-Areesha sub district. 
The Al-Hasakeh DoE is reported to have hired 300 teachers from the area in order to support educational activities, 
and a total of 9,287 children from the three locations are expected to be able to return to school by 1 April 2016.  

 

Deir-ez-Zor governorate 
 

On March 27, 940 food baskets provided by IFRC to SARC are reported to have been successfully airdropped into 
Deir-ez-Zor. SARC is reported to have distributed one parcel per two households to a total of 2,000 households 
registered with the organisation. Each parcel contained six kg of rice, six kg of sugar, three litres of oil, four kg bulgur, 
two kg green beans, one kg of lentil, one kg of grated lentil, one kg of ghee, six cans of tuna, two cans of tomato 
paste, and two cans of beans. While lack of access to the besieged city has precluded an assessment of populations’ 
needs, reports from the area highlight dire conditions for an estimated 200,000 people in Deir-ez-Zor.  

 
Lattakia governorate 
 
On 31 March, an NNGO-supported hospital was struck by multiple surface-to-surface missiles (SSM). The hospital 
sustained severe structural damage, causing it to cease operations. Furthermore, SSMs impacted the Local Council 
building, which also sustained significant structural damage.  
 
An hour after the initial barrage of SSMs, several SSMs impacted the Yamadia IDP camp, resulting in the wounding 
of seven civilians. Of these, three civilians were transferred to Turkey, with the rest admitted to medical facilities in 
Jisr Ash-Shugur town.  
 
The damaged hospital was the last remaining one in northern Lattakia; NGOs anticipate a drop in medical assistance 
available to local populations, including the recently displaced.  

 
Homs governorate 
 
Following a local ceasefire agreement reached in Al Wa’er in November 2015, restrictions on humanitarian 
assistance, medical evacuations and freedom of movement of the local population were significantly eased. However, 
disagreements on the implementation of specific aspects of the agreement resulted in the near complete closure of 
Al Wa’er and suspension of service provision, including electricity, on 12 March. Hundreds of people who were visiting 
relatives inside the enclave when the restrictions were imposed have been stranded inside since. Following lapse of 
the agreement on 12 March, Al Birr hospital has reported a shortage short of fuel, which has affected dialysis services, 
C-sections and other routine medical procedures. Following a mission by the Office of Special Envoy of the Secretary-
General for Syria (OSE-Syria) to Al Wa'er on 27 March, electricity supply has since been reinstated for two hours a 
day and 1,500 bags of bread are allowed to enter the city daily. However, commercial and humanitarian access and 
freedom of movement for Al Wa’er’s residents remain well below pre-12 March levels.  

 
In the wake of the GoS retaking Palmyra from ISIL in late March, humanitarian partners have registered displacement 
of several hundred households. According to a partner on the ground, around 3,500 people were displaced into the 
Sokhneh sub-district, 6,500 into Ar-Raqqa governorate, 1,500 into Deir-ez-Zor, 2,000 into Idleb, and 650 into Aleppo. 
In contrast to previous incidents of displacement, ISIL authorities in Ar-Raqqa city allowed IDPs to head towards 
NSAG-held areas in northern Aleppo and Idleb governorates. Given the prohibitively high rental costs, families 
displaced to Ar-Raqqa City are reported to be sheltering in schools, where they receive one ready-to-eat meal a day 
from ISIL’s Zakat Office. Additional assistance is required to address other humanitarian needs of these IDPs.  
 

Damascus/Rural Damascus governorates 
 
On 16 March, GoS forces prevented civilians (including GoS employees and students) and vehicles from moving in 
and out of Barza neighbourhood in Damascus, restricting the freedom of movement of approximately 150,000 people. 
The nearby neighbourhood of Qaboun was simultaneously sealed off from outside traffic. Reports state that dozens 
of people gather at the GoS checkpoint each day hoping to exit. Facilitated by the local committee and merchants, 
some intermittent commercial traffic has been allowed into the area, in addition to irregular humanitarian deliveries 
undertaken by SARC. Reports indicated that the frequency of deliveries and quantities of supplies have been 
insufficient to meet the needs of residents of the neighbourhoods. Prices for fruit, vegetables, bread, rice, sugar and 
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oil are reported to be increasing. On 28 March, reports indicated that GoS forces had re-opened the road for civilian 
movement, while commercial movement remained restricted.  

During the reporting period, efforts were made to reopen the Damascus-Homs highway, which has been closed since 
September 2015. On 19 March, a Russian delegation met with community leaders in West Harasta to discuss the 
possibility of re-opening this route. Re-opening of that portion of the Damascus-Homs highway would ease the 
pressure on the Al Tall road, which is currently the only road connecting Damascus with northern Syria.  

Military offensives post cessation of hostilities are reported to have increased in the Marj El Sultan area of Eastern 
Ghouta. This area, along with Nashabiyeh, has served as the bread basket for Eastern Ghouta since 2012, when the 
area became militarily enclaved. Seizure and degradation of Eastern Ghouta’s agricultural land and resources has 
negatively impacted upon the food security of the local population within the enclaved area, and humanitarian 
conditions are reported to have deteriorated over recent weeks. Recognizing the increasing urgency of the situation 
as local populations’ self-sufficiency is further weakened, humanitarian actors continue to call for access to all areas 
of eastern Ghouta in order to deliver life-saving assistance to people in need. 

On March 29, three boys were killed by a landmine near Madaya. One died immediately, and the other two were 
brought to a hospital in Madaya where they died from their injuries. Efforts to secure their immediate evacuation 
failed. Eyewitnesses said the two boys could have been saved if they could have been evacuated from the besieged 
town to Damascus. 

Quneitra governorate 
 

On 22 March, Hrair bridge, on the road between Mzeireb and Sheikh Sa’ed (east of Jlien), was destroyed. This will 
consequently disrupt humanitarian access from Ramtha border point to areas to the west of Mzeireb and to the north 
of Sheikh Sa’ed – an estimated 80 per cent of the ‘western area’. While two alternative routes have been identified, 
access remains constrained due to checkpoints and insecurity along these roads. 

 
Dar’a governorate 
 
As of March 31, more than 15,000 people have been displaced in the Yarmouk Valley of south-western Dar’a. The 
intensity of the current conflict has been much greater than previous periods of fighting in the south, which may 
explain the higher levels of displacement. 

While the road to Damascus and the road from eastern rural Dar’a towards Dar’a City remained open, the road 
towards north-western rural Dar’a / Quneitra via Sheikh Sa’ed was rendered impassable for a period of days, and 
many were forced to flee on foot carrying only essential possessions, traversing dirt footpaths of Wadi Yarmouk as 
they headed southwards to safe areas. Curfews imposed on civilians prevented many IDPs from leaving Tseel 
altogether, though NSAGs permitted about 300 families to flee. Many IDP families are sleeping in exposed areas of 
farmland around proximate towns, and lack basic items, including blankets. Basic shelter and NFIs are among key 
needs. 

Inside Dar’a governorate, significant differences in price levels have been reported for basic commodities between 
GoS and NSAG controlled areas. For example, two kilograms of bread cost SYP 300 ($1.50) in the NSAG-controlled 
parts, as opposed to only SYP 50 ($ .25) in GoS-controlled areas. Shelter, NFI and food assistance (particularly 
ready-to-eat meals) are a high priority. 

While new displacement has been witnessed in south-western Dar’a during the reporting period, significant returnee 
movements have also been registered elsewhere, due to the relative calm in hostilities between GoS and opposition 
armed groups and sharp decrease in aerial bombardment in the south witnessed in recent weeks. According to 
reports from partners, over 23,000 people from villages in eastern rural Dar’a, such as Hrak, Eastern Maliha, Karak, 
Jizeh, Mseifra and Busra Esh Sham, were observed to have returned to these localities in the last week of March. 
Additional returnee caseloads were recorded in western Ghariyeh (12,000 individuals) and eastern Ghariyeh (3,400 
individuals). 

For more information on displacement developments in Dar’a, see OCHA’s flash update from 26 March. 
 

General Coordination 
SARC authorised by GoS to receive supplies from cross-border-border shipments under UNSCR 2165 
In 2015, SARC requested authorisation to receive supplies from cross-border shipments under the auspices of United 
Nations Security Council resolution (UNSCR) 2165/2191/2258. This request was supported by the Humanitarian 
Coordinator, as well as by the Emergency Relief Coordinator during his December 2015 visit to Syria.  
 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160326%20Jordan%2C%20Southern%20Syria%20-%20SW%20Dar%27a%20Displacement%20Flash%20Update%201.pdf
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In a departure from previous prohibitions on such partnerships, on 10 March, the UN received confirmation from the 
GoS that SARC could receive supplies under the auspices of Security Council resolutions 2139, 2165, 2191 and 
2258.  
 
The Humanitarian Coordinator in Syria subsequently sent a letter to SARC welcoming the decision and informing 
that concerned UN agencies would engage with SARC bilaterally should they require additional implementing 
partners. The HC and the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator informed humanitarian partners in all hubs of this 
decision on 23 March, noting that UN agencies and IOM are now working with SARC to identify branches and sub-
branches, primarily in Aleppo, Idleb and Dar'a governorates, that might benefit from cross-border shipments. Of 
particular priority will be re-supplying SARC in locations where agencies assess they are best placed to receive and 
distribute in certain areas. The humanitarian leadership also underlined that ongoing programmes delivered by 
partners in northern and southern Syria should not be affected by this development, and to encourage close 
coordination between all relevant partners, via the Whole of Syria and hub level coordination bodies, in light of the 
possible scale-up of SARC's response efforts in these areas in a way that would complement existing programming 
and fills gaps. 
 

Humanitarian Funding 
On 4 February 2016, the Supporting Syria and the Region conference in London brought together world leaders to 
mobilise resources for Syria. Donors pledged $12 billion, with $6 billion earmarked for 2016; $6.1 billion pledged for 
2017-20 and $40 billion recorded as concessional loan pledges. Six donors (Germany, European Commission, USA, 
United Kingdom, Japan, Norway) pledged a combined total of $4.56 billion – which represents over three quarters of 
the overall amount for 2016. As of the end March, fifty-three per cent of the pledges remain unallocated; 54 per cent 
of the pledged funds have not yet been allocated to an implementing organization; and 69 per cent of pledged funds 
have not been allocated to a recipient country affected by the crisis.  
 
 

 
 
Despite generous pledging by donor governments in London, the 2016 Syria HRP is currently only 5.6 per cent 
funded; the 2016-2017 Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP) is 9 per cent funded, while the combined 
percentage of funding received for the 2016 HRP and 2016 3RP requirements currently stands at 8 per cent. 
 

 
 
Humanitarian Pooled Fund Allocations for Syria 
 
OCHA, under the leadership of the respective Humanitarian Coordinators, manages four Country-Based Pooled 
Funds (CBPFs) for the Syria crisis from Syria, Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon. The CBPFs in the region have been 
designed to support and align a comprehensive response to the Syria crisis by expanding the delivery of humanitarian 
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assistance, increasing humanitarian access, and strengthening partnerships with local and international NGOs. 
 

The first 2016 allocation from the Turkey Humanitarian Pooled Fund was launched 21 March. It follows an 
emergency disbursement of $20 million made earlier in the month. $19 million has been made available for this latest 
allocation. 

 
The Syria Humanitarian Pooled Fund has allocated nearly $19 million to partners, with half of the 17 projects 
approved for funding being implemented by national NGOs. The approved projects are expected to reach almost 1.4 
million people with 60 per cent of the funded projects focusing on meeting needs of people in hard-to-reach or 
besieged areas.  
 
The Jordan Humanitarian Pooled Fund activated the Reserve window to support one project in the second round 
of the polio vaccination campaign in southern Syria in Dar’a and Quneitra.  On 31 March, the Jordan Pooled Fund 
Advisory Board agreed to launch a call for proposals in the second week of April with an envelope of $5 million to 
respond to needs in Jordan and southern Syria. The envelope for southern Syria will be $1.6 million. 

Key Humanitarian Reports and Updates  

 Reliefweb: Updates: Syrian Arab Republic 

 OCHA: Humanitarian Snapshot (as of 31 March 2016) 

 Syrian American Medical Society Foundation: Three Boys Killed by a Landmine in Madaya 

 CARE: Women, Work & War: Syrian women and the struggle to survive five years of conflict 

 OCHA: UN Inter-Agency Convoys (as of 22 March 2016) 

 OCHA: Joint Statement by Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator for Syria and Regional Humanitarian 

Coordinator for the Syria Crisis on the International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members 

(25 March 2016) 

 OCHA: South-western Dar’a Displacement, Flash Update No. 1 (26 March 2016)  

 Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Stephen O’Brien - 

Statement to the Security Council on Syria 

 Turkey Health Cluster: Attacks on Healthcare Monthly Report - February 2016 

 UNICEF: Syria Crisis Education Strategic Paper: London 2016 Conference 

 Council of Europe: A stronger European response to the Syrian refugee crisis 

For further information, please contact:  

Sebastien Trives, Head of OCHA Syria, trives@un.org 

Barbara Shenstone, Head of OCHA Turkey, shenstone@un.org 

Sarah Muscroft, Head of OCHA Jordan, muscroft@un.org 

Helena Fraser, Head of OCHA Regional Office for the Syria Crisis, fraser@un.org 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/syria  www.reliefweb.int   

 

http://reliefweb.int/updates?country=226#content
http://reliefweb.int/updates?country=226#content
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syr_humsnap_a4l_mar2016_160331_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/three-boys-killed-landmine-madaya
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/three-boys-killed-landmine-madaya
http://www.care-international.org/files/files/CARE_Women_Work_War_report.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2016_un_inter-agency_convoys_as_of_22_march_2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/joint_statement_on_the_international_day_of_solidarity_with_detained_and_missing_staff_members_english.pdf
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